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. RAIL: — Authority, and Exam le, 
they eame at felt es be === 
we think well at this Time, for the 
further Information, and Encourage- 
ment, of our Youth, and others, 
hoe Faces are turned towards Zi. 
on, to ſignify, that by living Expe- | 
rience, we find, and can with good . 
Conſcience declare and teſtify, that : 
the ſame. bleſſed holy Spirit which f 
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. „led us to believe and receive the 
Sit Doctrines and Principles of Truth, 4 

: Te (as they were declared b Chriſt I 
* and his Apoſtles in the holy Scrip \ 
#2 fares) did * now doth, lead uf} p 
into the like holy Order and Gc w 

: vernment to be exerciſed among us be 
as it was amongſt the primitivY F. 


Chriſtians, in Sack cation and He flo 
Ines _— —_ 


8 Chorch of God © 20 
Church Gathering of them that are [ani an 
1 . 4: ed by. uh Word of Taub, call 15 
„ a be. Saints, who- are Members tru 
157 Bae Body, even the true Churcſ Pe, 
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witnels the aptum * He Bas 
Holy Ghoſt, 19 initiate them into in. 
this true Church; and as they fol. | 1 
low Chriſt, * the Regeneration, Wat. 19. J 
| they will witn 127 4 of I Wing, 18. % „ 
and be qualified to a d judge Qualifits 
for him, who in diſpenſing 8 holy 7 «# * 
| Spirit, doth in his infinite Wiſdom , 
t miſter unto every Member a Mea- * 
"nf fure * which operates diverſſy The ; 17 
e for the edifying of the * ge tain 
5 Bs 2 Apo 2 6 ee Texehers dnofy. 
ny ſome © Paſtors, (ders, young EP. 4 
Men and Babes; for all are not A- | «Gor 15 
poſtles, Elders, nor Babes; yet all 25 
who are trul 27 — ae em- "2 
bers, and as ſuch, have a Senſe and LY of 
Feeling of the Life of the > 
flowing from the Head J eſus Chriſt. | 
at W ulſt "al remain in that Benſe, . 
2 er al, e "Meckingfs, Eph.4. . 
ind rng, caring one 4. 4 0 E 6 
A nother: in Love 55 eavouring to 1. 1 
ue Unity of the Spirit in the Bo 
Peatt, they will be indued wh 
right E Jonas, feaſoned er | 
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| V Communi- 
e Fellowſhi ip. 
ado D as we. become thus initia- 
ih ted and qualified, we ſhall be ena- 
14 5 bled. to maintain the holy Order and 
EE I i jor Government above-mention'd in per- 
Jai. fect Unity: and according to the 
1 ef of Faithfulneſs we are found 
— 22 ſhall more and more ſee the holy Ci- 
wr a fi coming down from 
' Chrig.. GIN 9 1880 wh Halba, as 4 


o — &: 2 72 po” n 8 wa ara "4 & _ 
. I CO Ur CO II ey ̃ k. 
et te ae OE OR OO 7 VE I EI 


Rey, 21 By usband and 
15 the 1 Ne Mate of Lik © ro- 


ceeding out of the Throne of ( 

City and of the Lamb, which, being the 
ver, x2. true Church, had aWa —— and 
Excellency of 
Power encompaſſing thoſe 
that are . within this Church, and 

5 2 out all that would invade or 
ver. 14. Hirt it; And this Mall had twelve 
7 „ aud un them the (Lion 
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dei chat are — 
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Wn „ © of 25 
them to be rejected and ſhut out f 
this holy City which had but one 
Street, and tliat is the Way to the 
Tice of L 


bers of the Church of Chriſt are 
travelling in the Unity of his bleſ- 
ſed Spirit; and ſo they become of Ad 32. 
one Heart, and of one Soul, as the 
Multitude of them that believed 1 

the Apoſtle's Days were, in whic 

bis of Unity we ſhall feel the 
Life of Righteouſneſs. © 58 
AND as we come to feel this Glety of 
Life,” and therein experience the '** 1 
Ariſin gs of this glorious Day of yerſatians 
Loye. and Light, with the Increaſe + 
of this bleſſes* Unity, we ſhall more | 
and more witneſs the Glory of this 
ſpiritual Diſpenſation by knowing 

zod's Tabernacle with us, and his Rev.21.38 
dwelling in us, and the peaceable | | 
Government of the Lamb among ys 

lag of hi ſignified by the deſcen- 

of this haly City; and as we 
here, we thall with John ſee Rev. 21 1. 
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— Princip je chat has ar Tine 
12 in r that lind As 

us to manifeſt they were 
| Rom, 12. — 81 us; but ſhall pre Ny ar he Bo- 
R living Farr ol, 2 


Ble unto God, which is our reaſona- 
ble Service, and not be conformed to 
this World, but 1 by the 
renewing of our Mind "oO what 

is that good, acceptabl and per- 

; fit Will of God, and * none a- 

ver. 3. mong us Lill think of himſelf mort T1 
8 1 than he ought , but will think N er 
Ly according 'as God hath dealt 
ah th — Man the Meaſure of Fatth. 
ver, 7 F OR having Gifts differing, as 

R yd T- ſaid the Apoſtle, according to the 
Es ' Grace that is given to 75 whether 
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y we / = Miniſtry, 


be that teacheth, on Teaching, or ht 
that exhorteth, on Exhortation, he 
that giveth will do it with Simplic 
ty, he that ruleth with Diligence, be 
that j.eweth Mercy with | 
Rom. ia. 1053 WL be without a 
95 8 ſi mulation 
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1 9 abborring that which is 
166} 1 to that which is good, 
zoned one towards ano- 


n Buſineſs, but providin Things 
honeſt lin de 5 
ne have our Minds kept above the 

Cares of the World, by 


— vant in Spirit, ſerving the 


Sight of all Men, and 


= wit Tera Love, in Honour ver. 10, 
preferring one —_ not fothful ver. 11, 
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* Lord, rejo in H. „patient in 12, 
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E Ie, diſer ibuting to the Neon of *. 

I e 1555 — Hoſpitality, ble 

h. h perſecute uc, _ _— - 

y arſe. . * 1 
be E ſhall alſo, be of the ſame Send MM 
er Mind one towards another, affect. Duties. 8 
wing not high Things, but conde. A | 
n- ending to- Men of low Eſtate, not Rem. 12. b | 
or {wiſe in our 0wn Conceits; nor recom- . * 1 
belpence to any Man Evil for Evil, or 3. © * 

he Railing for Railing ; but overcome fan- 12. 
ical with God; and as much as li- w. we 
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h in us, live peaceably with all 
Den, having the ſame Love, dung 
ing thro 2 or vain Glory, 
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| Chai ity in heartily 


Eph. 3. whereof, as faith the Apoſtle, is in 


Pht. 1.2. hut i Lolineſi of Mind, rhef 
34 ing the other better than themſelves; 


the ſtrongeſt and beſt gifted, not 
deſpiſing the meaneſt, nor they en- 
vying the ſtrongeſt; but all in their 
reſpective Stations and Degrees will 


Phil. 3. walk by the ſame Rule, be of one Ac- 


. cord, and mind the ſame Thing, 
joining to maintain Charity 

gl eber in all its Branches, and carry on the 
to be Affairs of Truth in the Lamb- like 
man Spirit to the Honour of God and 
Comfort one of another in him, and 

then we ſhall demonſtrate that we 

Eph. 4. experimentally know there is one 
„ Body, and one Spirit, one Lord, one 
© Faith, one Baptiſm, one Cod and Fu- 
ther of all, wio is above all, and 
thro all, and in us all. * I 


. BY all which, it is manifeſt that 
| rag] our Church-Fellowſhip ſtands in 
the Bond of Charity and true Uni- 


ty of the holy Spirit, the Fruit 


The Fruit Al Goodneſs, Righteouſs neſs and Truth 
of the Spi- Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſufferm, 
. Gentlniſe, Faith, Meckneſs, Temps: 
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"THY 


Thou / alt love thy ON hbour as thy 
ſelf; dich is that perfect 1 
we ſpeak of, and deſire all ma 
come unto, and be preſerved in; 
that God (who is Love) may Fr 
Delight in us, and make his Abode 


hi, 4 1 wb there is mo Late; Sal la. 
for the Law is ful Hed in one. Ward, N 24 
faith the m poſtle, even this, fol, ed. 


with us, and then ſhall we walk in 61.5, my 


the Spirit, and not fulfil the Laſts of 7. 
the Fe, for the Flej.; lufteth againſt 


he 8 Piru, and the pen, 0 the 


i 2 the Apoſtle Faul to the 
atians) which are theſe, Adulte- 
\ Formcation,  Untleanneſs, Laſci- 
275 Lolarry, Witchcraft, Ha- 
ee Ege, Wrath, © 

tri editions, Hereſies, E 5, 
10 s, Drunbenneſs, — ond 
wh like, "and hey that do ſuch things 
ball not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
ind the ſame Apoſtle, "when he 
note to the Churches of Nome, 
Uta „ Epheſus, and  Coloſs, _ 
=y 
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ook i 001% Talking and Jeſting, he © 4 
„added, 22 10 2 10 4 
Colbl. 3. unclean Perſon, nor covetous Man | © 
5 «whois an Idalater, hath an any Inher % 
tance in the Kingdom of Chriſt ant * 
Epk 5. 6. of God, for becauſe: of theſe 4 h 
„n. cometh the Wrath of God 5 1 
Children „ | I wth 
therefore (laid he) Partabers with © 
. them, and have no, Fellou ip with 0 
the 5 unfruitful Works of Darknſſ, * 
but rather reprove them. " 
Eph: 4 AND the fame Apoſtle ſp eaking a 
27 of ſome who were paſt FT hall © 
given theinſelves, aver to Laſciviuiſ 4 
42 to work all Uncleaneſs- 1 
reedineſs : But he, (ſaid he to ti 
Believers) have nat ſo learned Chriſt fi 
21, If ſo be, that ye have heard hin 2 
and have been taught by him as th by 
22, Truth is in Jeſus; that ye put off * 
concerning the former Conve ſati ft 
the old Man which is corrupt, acta * 

23» ding to, deceitful Luſts, and be 1. 


_ newed-in the Spirit of your Mind; an 
char 2 put on the New N. 


8 4 
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after God is created in Righteouſneſs - 2 
and true Holineſs; wherefore putting 
71 Lying, ſpeak every Man Truth 
with his Neighbour, for we are 
Members one of another: And after 
he forbad them 7o be angry and give .. 
Flac to the Dewi! he would have them 
„that ſtole, ſtecl no more, and that o 37, 


= corrupt Communication ji. ould proceed 28, 
out of their Mouth; but that which 29, 
b, is good to the Uſe of edifying, that it 


mig ht miniſter Grace to the Hearers, 
and that all Bitternefs and Wrath, 31. 
and Anger, and Clamour, and evil 
ſpeaking /1. ould be put away with all 


Malice. Fes 2 15 
poſtle having teſti- Rom. 1. 


AND the A 
fied againſt thoſe who were full of 29. 
Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Ma- 
hignty, Whiſperers, Backbiters, Ha- ver. 30. 
ters of God, deſpightful, proud, Boa- 

ſters, Inventers of evil Things, diſo= 
*betient to Parents; without ver. 31. 
funding, Covenant - Breakers, withs 
ent natural Affection, implacable, uns 
n mercifid, and ſuch as held the Truth ver. 18. 
ft i Unrighteon eſs, he faith, Know gk 
Ss .. : 5 35 
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1 0 of that the unrighteous ſ all not iy. 
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an 
2 
© ese ved, neither Fornicators, nor J. ny 
* vwolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Efft- 4 
19 minate, nor Abuſers of themſelves 
10, with Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Co- 
wetous, nor Drunbards, nor Revilers, 
nor Extortioners, j: all inherit the 

1 1: Ningdom of Cod; and ſuch were ſome 
c you; but ye are waji.ed, but ye are 
Juanctited, but ye are juſtified, in the 
Mame of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God, By this we ma 

' .. Clearly. underſtand, that the vileſt. 

of People, as they give Way to the 
Power and Word of Truth may be 
ſanctified, and ſo become Members 

of the Church of Chriſt, which is 
great Encouragement for all to ſub- 

mit themſelves to the divine holy 
Hand that leads them to Repentance 
and Amendment of Life. 
BUT we may obſerve, that 
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i 34 > | 0 1 ) TP + "Bp 
md Teemed in Meaſure redeemed: 3 John 1. 
gut of the Evils of this World, fell G.. . . " 
into theſe and the like Enormities 1 Cor. .. 
which the Apoſtles teſtified againſt; 5 1. 
ad ſome others who were then ga- 
thered into the Belief of the Princi- 

ples and Doctrines of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, fell from thoſe Principles as _ 
fome have done in our Day; in 'Y 
which Caſes ſuch as ſtood firm in = 
the Faith, had Power by the Spirit | "Y 
of God (after Chriſtian Endeavours : 

to convince and reclaim thoſe Back- 
ſliders) to exclude them from our 
ſpiritual Fellowſhip and Communi- 
on, as alſo the Privileges they hal 1 
s Fellow- Members, which Power, | 
ve know by good Experience, con- 
tines with us in carrying on the *, 
Diſcipline of the Church in the © 
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pirit of Meekneſs. 8 
THEREFORE, ve ſa 
ur Brethren have heret ofore 
uded, that where any inthe Church 
\evelation, 'ſhal 
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ſſmall in themſelves) whether Princi- 
pPles or Practice, yet if they be con- 
trary to ſuch as are already received 
as true, and confirmed by God's 
Spirit in the Hearts of his Saints; 
and that the introducing of theſe 
Things tend to bring Reproach up- 
on the Truth, as ſuch as are not 
edifying in themſelves, and fo ſtum- 
ble the weak; thoſe who have a 
true and right Diſcerning, may in 
and by the Paver of God authori- 
ſing them (and no otherwiſe) con- 
demn and judge fach Things; and 
their ſo doing will be obligatory 
upon all the Members that have a 
true Senſe, becauſe they wall ſee it 
to be ſb, and ſubmit to it. 
"WHATSOEVER Innoyati 
on, Difference, or diverſe A 
| rance, whether in Doctrine or Prac 
_ + tice, progeedeth not from the puri 
not done out of pure Tenderneſs oi... 
_ Conſcience, — n tha... 
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pro 
ful, 
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blerved, 
ed, or from that which he Malige 
firy of ſome Humours and natural _ 
Tempers, which will be contradics 1 
ting without Cauſe, and ſecretly M 
| Diviſions, Animoſities 
Emufations, by which the Unity 
d Lone of tho Brethven if 
| orrent; a hings proceed» 
ig from this * hows 
erer little they may by opened to 
. he of themſelves, are to be guarded 
1 With and denied as = 
: e the N _ 
indrance Proſ W 
act Truth. e _ 
il AND now we. come ts take Tins, | 
, e oa ker 7 
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welve ſcatter'd Tribes, who, ac: 
gording to their Law, were to ſwear I in. 
the Lord, and perform their Oaths a, 
Fim. 5. 70 him, faith, But above all Things, | © 
12. my Brethren, ſwear not, neither by 
Heaven, neither by the Earth, nor 
by "any other: Oath, but let your Tea f 
e Tea, and your Nay, Nay, left ) 
fall into Condenmation.” By this we 
believe, that all Oaths commanded N** 
ert allowed by the Moſaical Law, In 
which took their Beginning from 
Want of Trath and Faithfulneſs, 
ag well as the Oathsof thoſe Times, 
tre totally abrogated, and inſtead % 
thereof the ſpeaking of Truth eſta-6-._ 
3 Biſhed; and we are greatly thank- 
ful to God that our Superiors in, 
-v » Great" Britain have been pleaſed to 
grant Relief and Eaſe to us in that 
2 . int, and hope ' it Will be a firm 5 
and renewed Obligation upon us to 
eep peaceable;” faithful, harmleſs 
nd-honeſt'rowards all the Children 
ef Men: And then we ſhall aſſured- 
_ {;2 -* Ty be preſeryved out of thoſe Con 
tos, Fallacies, Strife. and Perfidics 
8 - againhbi-* 
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CFC 
teainft: which Oaths were at firſt 
introduced as a Remedy, and are 
ſill alledged to be a Security. | 
| AND ſince we muſt not ſwear 4dminis . 
It all, we canfot adminifter Oaths ine 
to others, therefore let all of our * 
Community who are or may be con- 
cerned 25 e be tender of 
God's Honour in this Matter. _ | 
AND as for Wars and Fight- woe, 
 Yings, they are altogether unlawful 
to us, becauſe our Lord and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt (who for the Ex- , 
ellency of his Government is called 2 
the Prince of Peace) in his bleſſed iti. 9. 6. 
dermon upon the Mount command. 
d that we ſhould love our Enemies. Mat. 5. 
AND the Apoſtle Paul exhorts dm 13 
tot to enge our ſelves, but if our 15, 
nem) hunger, we muſt 25 in; | 
he thirſe give him Drink: Bukit 
evident, that War teacheth to 2 Cor. 1 
ute, famifh and deſtroy them. The - 
It after the Fleſh, nor wreſtle 4- Eph. 6; 
„Heli and Blood : But outward 12. 
W's is according to the Fleſh, an 
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* Freſh and Blodd," for- the 

edding of the one, and deſtroyin 

of the other. The Tame Apel 

8 10. faith further, The Weapons of our 

Warfare * not carnal, but WED 
thro” God; ſo are not the 

| of outward Wks: a 4 Ap — If 

Jam. 4.1. ſtle James teſtifies, that Wars and 8 

 Fightings come from Luſts, and thoſe} (4 

Luſts war in the Members of car- G 

nal Men: But ſuch as have cruci 

fied the Fleſh with its Affection 

_ 1 cannot indulge them b. 

g War; nor can the Servant 

* 18, of Ott fight, becauſe his Ringdoi 

#s not of this World. So that wheſffy 

Peter uſed the Sword, his Lord an be 

Maſter reproved him, faying, PL, 

7 ain thy Sword into his Plaf for 

they that take up the SworRe, 

7 "al perib with the Sword. iter, 

are not without ſorrowful Inſta Ys 


ces of ſome that have been educ 

+ fed in the peaceable Principle hdr 
aſſerted; and yet becauſe ſo far i 

generated from it as to uſe, N 

work, and "wy a 85 
WOC 
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ly as a Warning to thoſe = v5 

| purſuing the Vanity of their Minds, 

may hap 8 to — out of the pure 

Path of Pea eace, d fall i into the like 
| TE TOR 
S a it may appear, iſt's 
7 Jeſus Chriſt the may appear our 88 
i Salvation. calls choſe — lit them- 
Elves under his Banner, to bear His 
4} Croſs, and abide in Humility, Pati- | 
Fence, Simplicity and true >harity,. \ 
NY end not. 1 Ways indulge the leaſt ae int 


Y Thought of Revenge, or rendring 133575 
lod for Evil, or Batting for Rail 1. 


ing; much leſs endeavour to ad- 
yance themſelves by the fraudulent 
tratagems of War; but ſuffer true 
Love to take Place of Wrath, and | 
4. rgiveneſs to overcome Injury and 
e; ſo the Lamb will be pre- 
fore the Lion, and the Lion 
: i way down with the Lamb. 
ND altho' theſe Teſtimonies 
of Chriſt — ph Apo ou Tees ſo 
againſt Wars an tings, 
out aller 7 and ſomeof 
D 3 us 
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we could not our ſelves bear Arms, 
nor ſend others in our Places, nor 
pay for buying of Drums and other 
military Attire, as alſo for not ob- 
- - ſerving thoſe Days which were ap- 
pointed to craye a Bleſſing for Suc- 
ceſs to the Arms of the Nation 
; where we lived, or to give Thanks 
for the Viftories acquired by the 
Effuſion of much Blood. 

Flattering THERE are other Things, a 
Titles, giving flattering Titles, uncovering 
ze. the Head, and cringing to Men, 
_ - calling the Days and Months by the 
Heathen Names, and drinking one 
| to another, drinking Healths, Ric 
Games, tings, Banquetings, and uſing Games 
—_ Sports, Plays, Revels, Comedies 
| and ſuch like (which many of the 
- Profeſſors of Chriſtianity allow) art 
not at all lawful to us, becauſe they 

not only waſt that Time which | 
but lent us, and ſhould be ſpent ti 
the Honour of God, but alſo na 
rally draw Men from God's Fea 
und we knaw the Teſtimony of vi 
3 © A _ 
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Spirit of Truth is againſt them, 2.3. 440, 
and the ' inward - Convictions.-of 
Light and Grace in our-own Hearts, 
have prevailed upon us to lay: them 
X aſide. 
AND fone called Chriſtians 2 Sports, 
- bout the firſt coming forth of our _ $45. 
Friends, encouraged People to go 
: from their Worſhips to Gaming, 
e Sportings, Muſick, Dancing, Wreſt- 
ling, running of Races, and the like, 
counting it not inconſiſtent with 
Religion ſo to do, which was ſo a- 
bominable in the Sight of God that 
he was pleaſed to raiſe a holy Zeal 
ne in our elder Brethren nl thoſe 
io ungodly Practices, and againſt drink- Drin 
ing Healths, Banquetings nd 3 
ies tous Living, which not on pro © . 
tha yoke People to Exceſs of e Lein .. 
a Drinking, Laughter, fooliſh Talk: | þ 
heY/ing, Jeſting, and ſuch like Things 
that are ſinful, and in no wife be.. 
coming the Solidity, Gravity and 
obriety which Men profeſſing 
2 2 to be adorged 


Þ mY 1 


\ 


pl 


e SHE Tha tt 


t run into thoſe Exceſſes, bring. 
Scorn and Slight upon their Profeſ- 
Hon, to the Grief of the honeſt } « 

14 Hhaeearted, and not only fo, but they It 

Yn. Ay themſelves open to commit all I f 

1 ſſunch Vices as the Devil may tempt Iv 

911 h ; to. "=O „„ Eo ti 

Scripture- A ND our conſtant Teftim re 

Lacuna. 125 been, and is againſt faying TOV Ih 

1 to a ſingle Perſon, not only becauſe I d 

1 it is contrary to the true Proprie- | M 
1 guages but it gratifies that proud 

| Arrogance. Human- like Spirit which poſſeſſes I wr 

the Heart of ſuch who would arro-f co 

gate to themſelves the Homage and ce: 

a Reverence due to God, requiring on 

0 be addreſſed in ſuch Language Ni 

* i 

Go 

2 

tho 


à2s they judge more honourable than 
that which they beſtow upon the 


Reſpe fo AN D becauſe our ancient Friend i 
 #% and Elders in the Truth could 100 
Join with that Spirit, they-ſuffcrodſſexp 
deeply for their innocent Teftimohy 
m againſt it, and yet upon all Oc 


F at N , bf 5 p 
3 
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du 


Vicdom of God, the © true 1 nu 
nd Obedience due from Subjects to . 
their Prince, Inferiors to Superiors, 
from Children to Parents, ond few: 28 
vants to Maſters, w y the mu- 
tual Relations betwixt thoſe diffe- 
rent Ranks and Degrees of Men 
have been and are aſſerted and en- 
¶ deavoured to be eſtabliſhed after the 
Manner of our Saviour and his A. 
poltles —— to direkt. - 
"'N OW before we go further, 

we think proper to give ſome Ao- 
counts of our Principles and Practi- 

ces concerning thoſe mutual Relati- . 
ons or Ranks of Men. And firſt of of Kings 
Kings, Rulers, and Magiſtrates, as . ip 
. — that the owers and Ron, 

G ent we dive under are of . 
the Lord; fo we acknowledge that 
Fidelity and Subjeckion is due to 
o choſe who — 6-195 you 2 
ed N e Benefit of t hoſe 
me * Laws which are deemed our 
oo Bir F. — 4 oo - 
Tye 4 , © ny Frate N an 
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C26) 25 | 
Sword whichothers make the Terms 
© += - 'of their Allegiance; and we faith- 
Heghte- fally. own, that Magiſtracy is an 
Nom. 13. Ordinance” of God, and thoſe 12h 


Body, or uncovering the Head, nor 
ments; but by obeying their juſt 
and law ful Commands, wherein the 
true Honour and Subject ion due to 
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% n : 
by feigned Words called Compl-- 7 
4 

P 
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them doth chiefly conſiſt. 
Supplica- * '' AND it has been, and is our” 
diene for frequent Concern according to pure w 
Kine Teadings and Dictates of God's ho- fo 
Ip Spirit in our neareſt Approach 
es to the Throne of his Grace tc 

1 Tim. 2. male e Prayer, Intered- 
3 ſon, and giving of Thanks for Kings 
and all that are in Authority: andy 
5 ' ye have not been wanting in ou 
b reſpective Places and Stations, t pc 
put People in Mind, as the Apoſtiſ pry 
eee ne be ſubſet n 7" 


palities and Powers, io obey Mag. 
Nrates, and ſubmit to every Ordinance 1 Per, 2; 
of Man for the Lord's. Sake, whe- 3. . 
ther it be. to the King as ſupreme," or 
unto Governors as unto them that are 

ſent by him for the Punij'ment of : 
e, apd Aa, of them that 
do well; for fo the Magiſtrates aye Rom. 13; 
Miniſterg FE od to us for Good, bear- 

Nl ing not the Sword in vain, being 

- | Revengers to execute Wrath upon him T 
| that doth Evil; and for this Cauſe 

pay we Tribute alſo, for they are 

God's Miniſters attending continu- 

ally on this very Thing 
1 Y ET when Laws and Statutes ras a: 
were made, requiring certain Con- gainſiCen: 
formities which for Gone ience Sale ſciene. 
could not be comply d with by our 
faithful Friends, ſome Magiſtrates, 6. F. I. 
inſtead of the Sword of Juſtice, took 
r! Perſecution againſt ä 
hem; - nevertheleſs they gif bat 

reliſt, but patiently fuffered- the 
ſpoiling of their Goods, grievous Im- 


; ent fre Ed ter ==. Famili ch, 


me 5 from * > * % - 
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Friends and Relations, chooſing,” ag 
the * Apoſtles did in che lie 
Aftss.29 Caſe, to obey God rather than Men; 
43% for they, could not hut ſpeak the 
Things which they had ſeen and heard, 
and for all this cruel Uſage and 
Bufferi , they aid their "Taxes 
7 5 2» and Tr tes, rendring to Ceſar the 
W 8 | were his, and to God 
the s that were his; for ſo was 
- 328 * the Wil of God, that. with ell da- 
ang, they ji. ould. put to Silence the 
Jenorance of fooliſh Men. ry 
Difin 7 AND. e it e 06 " 
4% ſtingui ween t ta⸗ 
Las 3 which occaſioned ed $6: T 
43 Tim. 10 1 pot and the Law, which the ri by 
c 
cc 
oc 


oftle ſaid, is good if a Mw of 
larefally, og this, that the Lau 
ic nor ade for the righteous Man, 
ben for "Hl . 22 and diſobedient 


for the 4 Lane] 4 1 84 0 
of Fathers, i 
ro 


10. thers, . or ayers, for 
5 —_— for 7 — — Jo in 
| Ker — jo Worſe 
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know” 
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II is evident, that ix was defign- vf 

ed by thoſe Statutes, not only to 2% Ur- 

bring all to one Form of Worſhip „ i 

contrived by human Invention; bat dn. 

I alfo toreſtabliſh a Miniſtry and Mi- 

„ fiiſters called and ordained by Men, RB. Ä 

i many of whom judged the Life, 4% 

e Grace, and Spirit of God no effen- 

cc tial Part of their Miniſtry, nor any 

« neceſſary. Qualification of their 

e Miniſters, which Judgment of 

« theirs being againſt the Law of 

© the Spirit of Life, and che divine 

„ © Inſtitution of our Saviour's Spi- 
ritual Worſhip, maſt needs be 

, contrary to ſound Doctrine. 

| NEVERTHELESS to up-, 

% fiold their human Miniſtry, ampl th 
ol roviſion was made for Mamtenance 

„of their Minifters; and to extort it 

from ſuch as could not for Conſci- 

ede Sake, own, hear, or receive _ 


As — 1 2 5 
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5 ET 
— nn i Pole when it plea-· 
| ſed God to diſcover to our Friends 
John 4, and Elders, that they 'who wory.ip | * 

23,24 the Father, muſt worj» ip him in Sp1- f E 

vit and in Truth, 85 be brought to | * 
the true Unity thereof, and not in- 
to a meer outward Conformity, 

b they were ſoon led to embrace the 

The free antient, holy, liy ing and free Mini- 

Mini. ſtry, which at the breaking forth 

of tllis Day and Diſpenſation of the n 

Neu Covenant, was plentifully be- . 

| ſtowed upon Men and Women, by 

who (having received the true Know. In 

ledge of Things Spiritual, and be- 

ing in Meaſure purified and ſanctifi- 

ed) were called, moved; and or- 

dained to miniſter by the inward 

1 John 3. Power and Virtue of the Word of 

, 2. Fife, feeling a peculiar Unction 

from the holy One, to prepare and* 

fupply them in the Work of this 

1 Pet. 4. Mint And as every one had re. 

10, IT» cęived the Gift, even ſo they miniſtred F" 

one to another as good Stewards of 
0 


the manifold Grace of God; approvin 
lern in much Patience, in of 
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fifiions, in Wereſſity, in Diſtreſs, in 2 Cor. 6. 
Stripes, in Impriſonments, &c. and 
as they freely received; they freely 

pave, ſecking the Salvation of Souls, 8 
and keeping the Goſpel : without. 1 Cor. 9g. 
Charge; coveting no Man's Silver, 44 _ 

Gold, or Apparel. And this pure, 3 

freeand living Miniſtry of the Word 
does in a good Degree (thro' the 
great loving Kindneſs of God) con- 
tinue amongſt us hitherto 
BUT thoſe Miniſters ordained fer- 
by Men are of a contrary Diſpoſiti- ;, yen. 

on; for they preach for Hire; and Mich. 3. 
ine for Meney, and look for their 10. 


| | II. 56.1 1. 
Cain e their Quarter, and pre- Mic. 3. 3. 


Jgre War againſt ſuch as put not inte 
by | | _ 5 0 
4 ber Mouths; and fo they have al. '® 


hays done. And becauſe our Friends 
ould not in good Conſcience 


” ontribute to fupport their falſe _ 
nis Winiſtry, they ſtirr'd up Perſecu- C. F. II. 


bn, and turned the Magiſtrate's 9%... 
word backward, and the Laws a- m. * 
15 unſt the righteous, which was al 
10 __ to ſound Doctrine, as 


_ 


Sword E 5 | 
Jar, Sword, invented by Men to execu the 


| good Laws, and far from fulfilling 
the Royal Law according to the 


? 


* 2. Ycripture, which the Apoſtle ame 


ſums up in theſe Words, Thor j: alt 


+.» love thy Neighbour as thyſelf: There. 


fore, with what Jaſtice could thoſe #; 
Statutes be put in Execution againſt I 
our Friends for their peaceable ; 
Meeting to worſhip God in Spirit I 
and Truth, ſince our moſt holy Sa- v 
John 4. viour and Biſſiop of Souls declar ed, * 
#3; 24. that the Farber ſeeks ſuch to u, 
5 him. And for ever bleſſed and hap- % 
py will they be who are found off, 
bim, and willingly ſubmit to his Re p- 
4 > - quirings, both to believe on him 
and worſhip him in his own Spirit, 
| as alſo conſcientiouſly to ſuffer fogff;, 
is Name and Teſtimony, > i ; 
Fey SO, Dear Friends, having b lrg 
differs the foregoing Hints briefly obſeſ p 
Fein the ved how the material or carne, 


their Fellow- Creatures, differs fre 
the Sword of Juſtice ordained 
God for Punili ment evil Do 
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nd Praiſt of them that do well _ 
as alfo having in Part ſhewed our 
Duty, to Kings and Rulers; we 
' | come now to treat of thoſe Relati- _ 
Jens between Children and Parents, , f 
© Servants and Maſters, whoſe ref chien 
e peckive Duties each to the other, ad e. 
ene beſt expreſſed in the Apoſtle's pr. 4. 1 
u Words, Who ſaid, Children, obey Col. 3. 
jour Parents in the Lord, for this ** 
s T17ht; Honour thy Father and 
Mother, (which is the firſt Com. 
and ment with Promiſe) that it may © 
We well with thee, and thou mayſs & 
* long in the Earth. *'; a 
AND ye Fathers, provoke not Parents 
wr Children to Wrath, left they be 1 ik: 
couraged; but bring them up in Eph. 6.4 
* and Admonition of the Cl.. a1. 
SERV ANTS, be obedient to Duty of 
Auen that are your Maſters according e 
| the Fill, with Fear and Tr 1 
b in Simgleneſs of your Hearts gs Eph. 6. 
to Chriſt, not with Eye- Service, 


Ul 
e 


- 1 Pleaſers, but as the Servants 7 


” 


Chrift, doing FE 


hol. ds non _ 


* 


3 we 36 N 

ie Hhart; uh * Will, 

Her bict as. to the Lord, an 757 to f 
Men; knowing that what toever £0g gd 
Things any Mew deth, the ſame. 0 

* he rective of the Lord, 22 he þ 
ca ; be bond or fernen 52 that. doth 

"Wrong, all receive for the I rom 


1 


11.2 , «avhich he hath done; and there is nol 
1 Tim , Reſpect of Perſons. | Let as many Ser 
„2 n as arc under the J. Oke, cou be 


their um Maſters wort hy of all H 
nour, that the Name of God and hifi 
»Deftrine be not blaſphemed. An. Lo 
bey that have belie ving Maſter: 
let them not deſpiſe them becas "5 th 
are Brethren; but rather 0 theWhis 
bl Sur vict, becauſe they are faithful at 
beloved, Partakers of the Benef*i 
1 2 5; Ea bort Servants to be obedient un. 5 
39. their own Maſters, and to pleaſe the 
. A 2 »refell-in all Things, not anſwering Þ 
_ bee, or Gamſaying 3 not purlonl ud 7 
0 but - EWIg | good Fadelity; | fre 
he nc adarn i he Dottrene "of 0 A 
er et, by all Thugs. Ind te 


\ 387 
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; Thank-worth 7d Men 
ſcience thogrds od endure Graf, 
; a; ng Wrong | 
ASTE 5 "per nm unto 70 col. 4. ů 
162525 that which 1s 1ſt and * 
1%, kuowing alſo for ye have a 
W WOE in Heaven, neither is there Ref- Eph. 6.9; 
0 „1% 6 7 hag with him. 
| AN as the go d 1 oftles Exherta- 
2 vere Al in their —_ to 
Lord's holy Spirit thus 15 ehen, a Cl 
„in a Meaſure of the ſame Spirit, den. 
air Friends and Brethren haye in 
heWhis Day been concerned to deſire - - 
tat Parents might be exemplary to 
uf heir Children in 1 Converſation, 'and 
i keeping out of the yain F Wel 
Waſtoms. ind Pride of the World, 
bf adorning themſelves modeſtly, 
Wd in Plainnefs, A ene the Scrip- 
Wice-1.2 bg herein 4s true Pro: 
185 of Speech: ind” that a god: 
Cork and Concern, ſhould be u 


tion to the Lord, that they be not 
drawn away from the Innocency, Ii 
Simplicity, and Plainneſs of the ful 
Way of Truth, and in a Senſe there- Yp, 
of to reach the Witneſs in them, Ih 
that ſo they might feel in their own 
Spirit a Degree of Fear and Reve- 
rence towards God inſtructing the 
Deu. 5. j. to follow his Council and obey his 
Voice; and as the Tribes of I 
were required of God to teach hi. 
Precepts diligently unto their Chil 
dren, and talk of them when the 
fate in their Houſes, and walked 
by the Way, and when they lai 
down, and when they riſed up, 
| ſhould Parents be concerned to aqlh 4 
quaint their Children how the Lori, | 
led them from one Degree of Faith 4 
fulneſs to another, in a Denial of the: 
World's corrupt Ways, Languag ei 
Refrafe- and Cuſtoms. But if Children 1 
2 . jec their Parents or Guardians Ad. 
Eyiftle vice, and prove refractory, they ah 1 
3%94 to acquaint the proper Meeting, 
'  _ therewith, in Order to have furth 4 
Aduice and Aſſiſtance for reclaim; 
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AND that all Parents be watch- Te 

ful over their Children, and care- fe 15 . 

ful not to ſuffer them to get into in = a 
Bride and Exceſs; but to keep them CHs. 

to that decent Plainneſs which be- 

\comes the People of God ; that the 

Pa of the Children may not be up- 

"Yn their Parents, nor they expoſed 

J Ruin by their Parents N eglect, 

r evil Example 1 in Word or Deed. 

AND our Advice is, that all N 

1 Friends Children have ſo much * Learning; 

Warning as to read the holy Scrip- 

hires and other Engli Books, and 

aq write and caſt Accompts ſo far as 

p underſtand ſome neceſſary Rules 

LArithmetick, and for that End let 

e Rich help the Poor. 

AND that Friends of all De- chien 

Nees take due Care to bring up t: bee 

— to ſome uſeful and 

Rue | loyment, that they | 


Mm 11 their precious Time 
** dleneſs, which is of evil Exam- 

E, and tends much to their Hurt. 
. for cer a very at; Bet» 
or en to anſwer £7, 
C 3 | ang 


©. 
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_Hheir Pirents RY or frewaidly, 

but if they .think his of What is 
Propoſed or ſaid, they thould” an- 
Twer ſoberly and dutifully; for Pa-f 
rents are 10 be regarded and obey- 

ed next to God, and if Parents be 
oo Hour or helpleſs! their Ol 
7 ou gat according to their Abi: 

— lities to felieve and help them. 
of 1 _ IN the next Place, We ato te 

fie mew what our Principles are con- 
cCerning that holy Ordinance of Mar: 

riage, Which may be reduced ko 7 
three Particulars. 

FIRST we ought not to mir 

ry with thoſe who are ot of th 

Belief and Profeſſion of the bleſſe 

Truth as it is in Feſt, OF del ng 0 

POOR another Judgment or elbe 

01 pretending to the Truth, or ni 

ing Profeiligh thetebf, Walle 1 7 

ſome good Degree anfwerablether 

unto. " 

- SECC )NDULY; e 80 Gnght nt 
inc /"the- Prieſts, who tab 
© Upon them to join People in M 
N 8805 rage Without any Command fo 
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A. 
the Law of Cod, of 1 * 
Example from the the, holy Scree wn 
hat ſo doing. / mM 
HIN BI v. We oueht nt 1 
0 uffer ſuch kind of Marriages 3 
paſs among us, which as to tlie ſem 
grees of Conſanguinity; Affinity, 
which: 2 Reaſon of Precontr — 
are in themſelves unlaw= 
ful, or "heb which the al may be a- 
MW juſt Reflection calt u os dur 
ay. br” 
AS to the irt we fay, that if Ae iinſt 
ſuch as make Profeſſion 510 us, “ vine 
and believe in che Light, and own F A, 
the Doctrines and rinciples of nt ler 
ruth, concerning the Spiritual qt bu b 
eee and Manifeſtation of ß 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhould marry. with ſuch as do not 
d profels 8 and believe, or with ſuch _. - 
ag profels the Truth, and walk not 
n ſome good Degree anſwerable 
thereunto, we cannot haye Unity y 
with ſack Marriages 


| Bur if y ould think it ftrangs 
that Aale ng in Marriage 
C With 


D 


NA 
Mixt thoſe that are not of our Pro- 
Mo. feſſion, tho ſome of them may o- 


nia therwiſe be of a civil Deportment, 


unequal 


. we can fay from the Teſtimony of 
PT the Spirit of God in oyr Hearts, 


_ unequal Yoking, and ought not to be 
ſuffered amongſt us: And if any 
Mould think it lawful, yet ſome know 

by Experience, that it has not been 
expedient, but very hurtful, and of 
ill Conſequence to the Parties, as 
well as a Grief fo their honeſt 
Friends and Relations, and frequents- 
1 ends in Woe and Ruin of them- 
elves and their Children 
Gen, zz, AND we find that the Judg- 
4. ment of Fruth in the Patriarchs and 
26-35-- Prophets was againſt mixt Marria- 
Neh, 13. ges in their Time, becauſe of the 
| Gu Sin Effe&ts which attended 

them, in drawing God's peculiar 
People into corrupt Language, Hea- 
theniſh Cuſtoms, groſs Idolatry, 
and at Length into a total Separa- 
tion from the holy Sanctuary, and 
Protection of the Almighty. AS 


that ſuch mixing in Marriages is an 


ee nila 
to 
the Prieſts aſſuming Authority 
marry, our concurrent Teſtimony Awhvity | 
with all our faithful Brethren and . 
Elders, is, and has been, againſt 
that Uſurpation which ſeems to be K. 8. 215; 
an Invention to get M. And 
they themſelves have confeſſed, that 
it is no Part of the Eſſence of a 
Marriage: But it is moſt evident to 
us, that (after the Conſent R 
rents or Guardians and Relations is 7m, 
tad, and other due and orderly dt. agu. 
Proceedings are made, according . 
o the Rules and Diſcipline of our 
xligious Society) the mutual Pro- 
niſe and Agreement of the Parties . 
lefore Witneſſes in our M * ON 
ppointed for ſuch Solemnities, a- 6 Mad, 
wunts to an actual Marriage , which = 
he Law cannot make void, nor the the 316” 
xties themſelves diſſolve by 
aſe, or other mutual rick Kong | 
DIVERS Inſtances might be - 
ht where Marriages have been], 
ed good in 1, tho they Low 
fre ot. e by Prieſts, . uf lem. 
for ade. 


"I * n > 
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a gl 1 der we FER and" Kat 
| 8 — mention à Cauſe which oy 
honourable Friend and elde Bro: 
er George Fox in his oui p 
2491 ſaid” was tried in the Aſſiæds at 
2 Nottingham in the Vear 16 The 
— Hates Caſe was thus; Some Yetrs before, 
Hur „ two Friends were married among 
n , Friends, and ved together as Man 
and Wife about two Years then 
the Man died, leaving "his Wife 
with Child, ard an Eftate m Co- 
py-hold- Lands: When the Womal 
was delivered, the Jury preſentec 
the Child Heir, who was 2 
mply admitted; afterwards one tliat 
was near of Kin to the Child's Fa 
ther brought that Suit, thereby in 
dending to deprive the Child of the 
Inheritance; and to effect this, hi 
would prove the Child illegitimate] 
alledging the Marriage was not 4 
cording to Law. After the'Co 
eil on both Sides had done Rags I 


o7 
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Ns . ing, Judge Archer directed 


Ce ter find the Child "Heir, why 


Yy did * 
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bes far we A TEK: ur wi Mes bene. 4 
of Loma our Mar- \ A 
ner by mutual Promniſcs, which” — 
ate made with "mich Awe and Rec” | 
verence, in the Preſence and Audi- 
ence of God's Peop le, ar their III 8 
Nl gious Aſſemblies. put * ,b 
underſtood,; that tho we repre | 
ent ät füch Solemnities, yet We 
marry none, but are Witneſſes there we may | 
unto, as any other Spectators may be. be. 
We this inlarge upon this Head, Swell, 
that none may be impoſed pn By vt uf 
thoſe who inſinuate, that ſuch 48 abbey 
are not ed by 4 Prieſt, their cleared. 
Children will be deemed. Megiti- 
mate; for ſome pretending to be of 6. E rp. 
us, believed thoſe falſe Suggeſtions, 27% 
or made Uſe of them to colour their 
ſelfiſh Views, and ſihiſter Ends, and 
ſo far renounced the Teftimony of 
Truth as to be married by Prieſts. 
Therefore let ſuch weak = 
dpirits, with allthoſe that pr promote 75 _ r 
7 arc Ee vis ar any ſuch Mar- 2. co 
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be cenſured for the ſame. 


i = As to the third and laſt Parti- 


1 cular, it is our Senſe and Judg- 


ment, that none amongſt us move or 


| E 
ln. char 


1 2 N in Order to marry with 
mea lin ſuch 


as are pre- ingaged or contracted 


we ee to others, before they are duly diſ- 
or releafed of that Pre- en- 

8 that no ſuch Procedure 
be made by ſuch. as are within the 

Degrees of Conſanguinity or Affi- 
nity, being not allowed by us, or 
prohibited by the Laws and Uſua- 
ges of England. 


n. WE do not in the leaſt ſuppoſe, by 
Pets s What we obje againſt marrying 


b | 
ethers nt the Prieſt, or others — 42 
e our Way, as if their Marriages were 
void; neither do we take upon us 
to hinder any to marry otherwiſe 
than by tenderly adviſing ſuch as 
are like to go contrary to our Diſ- 
Cipline, and if they reje& our Ad- 
vice, we refuſe to be Witneſſes and 
Concurrers with them, and if they 


80 right, and make regular Steps in 


n 


Sa 5 „e e „ ond oh woe oo I. 


Fo, AT E 
their Procedure, to the Satisfaction 
of the Meetings whereto they be- 
long, we allow them to conſummate 

their Marriages according to the 

ood Order and Method which our 
3 and Elders in the Truth, 
did at firſt eſtabliſh in the Wiſdom 
and Power of God. = 1 
AND it has been a conſtant 0 Mw. 
Rule ſince Diſcipline was firſt ſer aſs the 4 
up amongſt Friends, that all their Mes ad 
Marriages ſhould be laid before the f*** 
Mens and Womens Meetings whe 0. By. 
were to take Care that ſuch as come 282. 
before them were clear from all o- 
ther Perſons on that Account; and 
that no Man ſhould ſpeak to a Wo- 
man, in Order to Marriage before 1 36. 
he had the Conſent of his own 
Parents or Guardians, and then ſpo- 
ken to her Father and Mother, and 
had their Conſent ; and if fhe had 
no Parents alive, but Guardians or 
Truſtees, then to ſpeak to them 
and have their Conſent, and pro- 
ceed accordingly ; and we culche 
Reaſon of this was, for that ſome 
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or Mother, kill they had drawn 
aut aud — the AﬀeTtions of 
«the: Daughter,.. and. that brought 
great Troubles and Diſcontents up- 
on the Parent, and amongſt Friends. 
And therefore this was to be enqui- 
3 into in the Mens and Womens i 

». +. Meetings, whur, the Marriages were lt 
to be ſpoken of; and ſo it is, or Wt 

© ugh to be amongſt us, and if Pa-: 

dran rents or Guardians have. once con- 
p bereraz euted or approved of ſuch Addreſ- I 
ed with. ſes, they — not to retract the * 
aut Cauſe fame without giving, ſuch Reaſons A 
as in the judgment of the Monthly lm 
Meeting, den, they bel long, inal Nec 
1 he: ſufhcient for ſo N 1 
AND where, Men and 4 Women H 
15 

K 

(x 


"dow out the Affections one of ano 
ther, and after awhile gore e ers 
6.5. retard chen do the like, thi 

Pope © pe cenſured) as arſca Aal 
ecend MI a hath K 
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ae be Alowed to marry, Oy Gm 


ſhould be taten that Proviſion be former 
made for their Children by former Hughands. , 
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you 2 enter into the 
they will ac- 
to * Growth in the 
- bleſſed ruth, be ſenſible of God's 
| heavenly and Spirirual Joyning 
this i 224 Arch dein e that 
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